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Exposure to disasters 
9 of the 15 countries most at risk are in Asia, which 
needs better disaster protection. 

The rising threat of 
climate change 
Risks include food shortages and malnutrition. 
Asia’s share of CO2 emissions is rising.

Impressive progress 
has been made on…
Poverty
Between 1990 and 2011, the proportion of people 
living on less than $1.25 per day fell by more than half 
—from 52% to 18%. 

Drinking Water
The proportion of people without access to safe 
drinking water fell from 28% to 9%. 
Education
The region is on track to reach the target of 100% 
enrollment in primary school, and gender parity at 
primary, secondary, and tertiary levels.
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The region’s rise has allowed hundreds 
of millions to escape poverty. But a 
large population means that there is 
still much work to be done. 

Asia and the Pacific's progress on Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
presents a mixed picture of success and shortfalls.
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The unfinished agenda is a priority 
post-2015. It's also an opportunity for 
Asia to tackle emerging issues not 
conceived of in the original framework. 

Inequality
Rising income and non-income inequality 
means many people remain impoverished 
despite high economic growth.

Lack of decent and 
productive jobs
Around 1.1 billion workers are in vulnerable 
employment despite economic growth.

ASIA’S UNFINISHED AGENDA  

Low-quality education
Schooling standards vary widely, with 
government spending on education 
comparatively low.

Heightened vulnerability 
and economic insecurity 
Poor households are more exposed to 
high health bills, food price rises, and 
natural disasters. 

Rapid demographic change 
Changing populations are spurring youth 
unemployment along with financially 
stressed elderly citizens.

Unplanned urbanization 
Urban populations have jumped by 750 
million since 1990, straining cities and 
depressing rural areas.

Pressure on natural resources 
Growth is more resource intensive. 
The environmental fallout is borne mainly 
by the poor.
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Less impressive is Asia’s 
report card on…
Hunger
Despite gains, 542 million people are 
undernourished in Asia and the Pacific, many of 
them women and children.

Health
Too many children die before their fifth birthday 
—3 million in 2011.

Environment
Around 1.7 billion people still use solid fuel 
for cooking and heating, releasing potential 
greenhouse pollutants into the atmosphere.
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